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Visveswarayyt proceeded to Poona and joined the Science
College, which later came to be known as the College of Engi-
neering. Here egaiB his close contact with eminent professors
like Dr. Sir Theodore Cooke and Professor Samuel Cooke hel-
ped him a good deal.

After a period of two a half years he passed his Lic-
entiate In Civil Engineering Examlnatioa in 1886 in first class
again winning another award - the James Berkeley Prize. The
'student who topped the list of engineering graduates In Bombay
University was invariably appointed an assjstaac engineer. Acc-
ordingly Yisveswarayya joined the Public Works Department of
the Government of Bombay In 1884 as an Assistant Engineer
when be was hardly twenty-three \ears old.

Young Visvrswarayya as an Executive Engineer of Poooa
Irrigation District, Bombay Presidency, BOW Maharashtra, int-
roduced for the first time, a unique system of irrigation by
which there could be economic and rational distribution of

waters from the irrigation canals in the DeccaB. called the Block

Spieia of Irrigation. Before introducing this system, bis evid-
ence before the Indian Irrigation Commission (.1901-1903 ),,
appointed by Lord Curzoa* was considered highly original and
supremely practicable* Many distinguished Engineers in India

were also invited to give evidence before the Commission.   The

members were so impressed with young Visveswarayya that they
immediately asked him to put his project into effect. The sys-
tem had worked for about four years when Sir John M. Mack-
enzfe, Senior member of the Government of Bombay, spoke of
the resells of the System at a Session of the Bombay Legislative
Council la Poona thus :

Block System of Irrigation on the Nira Canal
bm succeeded   In paying 3| %  00 the capital  outlay   and
we hope to see It paying 5%.   The development of this system
entirely to the gcalns of Visveswarayya, certaioly one

European or Indian, of the Public Works
by making the scIieiBe a remunerative one, evidence